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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims, as follows: 

1. (Currently amended) A network element having a transcoder 
for transcoding content of a content creator o|:^ 

dr ¥&ev±b4 , wh^'rem characterised in that 

the transcoder ha : yitig htars a transcoder operation module for 
transcoding the content based on permissible 
transcoding operations authorized by the content creator ot 
^o^i^d©^^^ ■ ..'t<> pf^eenfc, tH^ .cdrit;enfc : ^i^';!;^; $iM'£&T$ht> : and 
ptj&e^^ another- type :..o£/^ 

2. (Currently amended) A network element according to claim 
1, i&lierein characterised in that the network element is a creator 
terminal, a content provider, a proxy/gateway or a client 
terminal . 

3. (Currently amended) A network element according to claim 
1/ W$f^$Ml characterized in that the permissible transcoding 
operations include any transformation, alteration or manipulation 
of the content permitted by the content creator ^}^qv^dei. 
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4. (Currently amended) A network element according to claim 
1, wherein characterised in that the permissible transcoding 
operations include a resolution reduction module for reducing the 
resolution of the content. 

5. (Currently amended) A network element according to claim 
4, ^S^eiin characterised in that the content is reduced by either 
a maximum decimation factor or ratio or a minimum resolution in 
pixels . 

6. (Currently amended) A network element according to claim 
1, characteri z ed in that the permissible transcoding 
operations include an aspect ratio modification for specifying a 
maximum deformation that can be applied to the content when 
modifying its resolution. 

7. (Currently amended) A network element according to claim 
1, ^h^.re : ^rt characteri s ed in that the permissible transcoding 
operations include a color and bits per pixel modification for 
specifying if an image can be converted to gray scale or not, and 
minimum bits per pixel or number of colors or levels that can be 
used. 



3 



Serial No. : 09/851, 527 



8. (Currently amended) A network element according to claim 
1, w^.reyin characteri s ed in that the permissible transcoding 
operations include cropping for specifying a region of an original 
picture that must be preserved. 

9. (Currently amended) A network element according to claim 
1, l^er&irt characterized in that the permissible transcoding 
operations include a quality reduction for allowing the content to 
be further modified by adding some distortions to an image. 

10. (Currently amended) A network element according to claim 
1, wS#fele-i|j characterised in that a sequence of permissible image 
transcoding operations for image content includes cropping, an 
aspect ratio modification, a color and bits per pixel modification 
and a resolution reduction. 

11. (Currently amended) A network element according to claim 
1, |rE^re:i^ characterized in that the content includes images, 
graphics, video or audio. 
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12. (Currently amended) A network element according to claim 
1, wHiiEe^ characterised in that the transcoder responds to a 
signal containing the content and information about the 
permissible transcoding operations that may be applied on the 
content permissible by the content creator or pr;d||li|ii!i . 

13. (Currently amended) A network element according to claim 
12, Wfi§^pi|Ti characterised in that the transcoder applies the 
permissible transcoding operations on the content and provides a 
transcoded content signal containing information about a 
transcoded content. 

14. (Currently amended) A method for transcoding content of a 
content creator 6|§;^^ Iij a :.c|^;||:|i|f ort»|^?i 
one ' type;:: : : ^^ jtfHex;einf;i;i^| 
ir^toveEi^ characterised in that the method IliS'liudiiig 
includca a step of transcoding the content based on p^^:?^ : ^r^r^ 
permissible transcoding operations authorized by the content 
creator o£-.p£^^ 

device . 
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15. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 14, 
wh;^:jgitini characterised in that the method is performed in a creator 
terminal, a content provider, a proxy/gateway , a client terminal, 
or a combination thereof. 

16. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 14, 
wii^is^S characterised in that the permissible transcoding 
operations include any transformation, alteration or manipulation 
of the content permitted by the content creator o^^p-x^vid^r . 

17. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 14, 
wheWili characterised in that the permissible transcoding 
operations include a resolution reduction for reducing the 
resolution of the content. 

18. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 17, 
^herixii' characterized in that the content is reduced by either a 
maximum decimation factor or ratio or a minimum resolution in 
pixels . 
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19. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 14, 
whlreiri characterised in that the permissible transcoding 
operations include an aspect ratio modification for specifying a 
maximum deformation that can be applied to the content when 
modifying its resolution. 

20. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 14, 
#Ii^r^i : n : characteri z ed in that the permissible transcoding 
operations include a color and bits per pixel modification for 
specifying if an image can be converted to gray scale or not, and 
minimum bits per pixel or number of colors or levels that can be 
used. 

21. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 14, 
^h|^ieir^ characterised in that the permissible transcoding 
operations include cropping for specifying a region of an original 
picture that must be preserved. 

22. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 14, 
^erexn characterised in that the permissible transcoding 
operations include a quality reduction for allowing the content to 
be further modified by adding some distortions to an image. 
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23. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 14, 
jffh^ein characterised in that a sequence of permissible image 
transcoding operations for image content include cropping, an 
aspect ratio modification, a color and bits per pixel modification 
and a resolution reduction. 

24. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 14, 
Wll^&iri characterized in that the content includes images, 
graphics, video or audio. 

25. (Currently amended) A network having a network element 
with a transcoder for transcoding content of a content creator *Sr 

•Qt^g^^A characterized in that the transcoder K^^i^ej het& a 
transcoder operation module for transcoding the content based on 
permissible transcoding operations authorized by the content 
creator or pEpm^r'. 
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26. (Currently amended) A network according to claim 25, 
wft£|r.eii| characterised in that the network includes a creator 
terminal, a content provider, a proxy/gateway, a client terminal 
or a combination thereof, one or more of which having a respective 
transcoder with a respective transcoder operation module for 
transcoding the content based on permissible transcoding 
operations authorized by the content creator ib£|jgr|c^iidei&. 

27. (Currently amended) A network according to claim 25, 
Wherein; characterised in that the network includes a content 
provider having a respective transcoder with a respective 
transcoder operation module for at least partially transcoding the 
content based on permissible transcoding operations authorized by 
the content creator or ■'^^isdS- 

28. (Currently amended) A network according to claim 25, 
Where":X§ characterised in that the network includes a proxy/gateway 
having a respective transcoder with a respective transcoder 
operation module for at least partially transcoding the content 
based on permissible transcoding operations authorized by the 
content creator o^^d^M«si. 
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29. (Currently amended) A network according to claim 25, 
wherein* characterised in that the network includes a client 
terminal having a respective transcoder with a respective 
transcoder operation module for at least partially transcoding the 
content based on permissible transcoding operations authorized by 
the content creator o^^^^^i^S^^^ - 
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